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AnrnrvonnnNT rN THE NATURE oF e Sussururn

TO H.R. 5245

OrrpnuD BY nnt."egpcs-

Strike a,ll a,fter the ena,cting clause ancl insert the

following:

I sncrroN 1. sHoRT TrrLE.

2 This Act ma;, be t:itecl as the "stopping Harm arrcl

3 Inrplcrncnting Enhancccl Loail-tirrxr tbr Dcbts fbr Vctcra,ns

4 Act" or the "SHIEI-:D fbr Veterans Act".

5 snc. 2. pnoHrBrrroN oF DEBT ARrsrNc FRoM ovERPAY-

6 MENT DUE TO DEI,AY IN PROCESSING BY THE

7 DEPARTMENT OF \TETERANS AFFAIRS.

8 (a) lSan ro Rltcovtm,Y.-

9 (1) Ix GENERAT,.-Oha,ptcr 53 of titlc :18,

10 Ilnited Sta,tes Code, is amended by inserting after

11 section 5302A the following new section:

12 "$ 53028. Prohibition of debt arising from overpay-

13 ment due to delay in processing

14 "(a) L:rilurATIoN.-No individual niay incur a dtlbt

15 to thc llnitcd Statcs tha,t-

16 "(1) arises from any progra,m or benefit a,dmin-

I7 istered by the Under Secretary for Benefits; ancl
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I " (2) is attributable to the failure of tr,n em-

2 plo)'gs or official of the Department to process infbr-

3 mation provided b)' ut on behalf of that indMdual

4 rn'ithin applicablc tirnclincss standards csta,blished blr

5 thu Secrcta,r;,.

6 "(b) Noucu To RnxpprcmRY.-If the Secreta,ry de-

7 termines that the Secretary has made an overpayment to

8 an indMdual, the Secretan' shall provide notice to the in-

9 dividual of the overpavnrent. Such notictt shall intilude an

10 cxplanation of tlic rig'lrt of thc individual to disputc thc

11 ovorpa,Jrlnent or to rcclucst a, u'a,ivor ofi indtlbtcdrtcss.

12 "(c) I)nl,Ay oN Coll,ncuoN.-The Secreta,r:y may

13 not take any actiori under section 37ll of title 131 regard-

14 ing an overpa)/rnent described in a rrotice under subsectiort

15 (b) until tlie date that is 90 days a,fter the date the Sec-

16 rctary issucs such notice.".

17 (2) ClnntcAl, ;\MENDNIENT.-Thc ta,blc of scc-

18 tions at the beginning of such chapter is amended

19 by inserting after the item relating to section 5:1024

20 the following nel'item:

"5302R. Prohibitiorr of debt arisirrg fiom overpaymeut due to delay in proc-

essitrg.tt.

2l (il) Del,u,15B.-Jhc Socrcta,ry of Vctera,ns Af'-

22 fairs shall prescribe regulations to esta,blish stand-

23 ards uncler section 5302R(a)(2) of such title, as
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1 aclclecl by subsection (a), not later than 180 clays

2 after the date of the erractmerrt of this Act.

3 (b) PUN FoR INrpRo\-ED Norrprc.q.TroN axn Cou-

4 MUNTcATToN orl Duurs.-Not later than 180 days aftcr

5 thc datc of the cna,ctrncut of this Act, a,nd orrc yca,r thcrc-

6 a,fter, the Secreta,ry of Veterans Affairs shall submit to

7 Congress a report on the improrrement of the notification

8 of and commurrication u'ith individuals u'ho receive oyer-

9 pa,;nnents made b)'the Secretary. Such report shall include

10 cach of the fbllowing:

11 (1) Ttre plan of thc Sccrcta,ry to carry out ca,clt

12 of the fbllowing:

13 (A) The development and implementation

14 of a mechanism by r.nhich inclividuals enrolled in

15 the patierrt enrollmerrt sJrstem urtder sectiort

16 1705 of titlc li8, Ilnitcd Statcs Oodc, nray vicvt'

17 thcir monthl;r lla,tient rneclical sta,tetncnts clcc-

18 tronica,lly

19 (R) The development and implementation

20 of a mechanism by r,r'hich individuals eligible for

21 berrefits under the laws administered b)' th"

22 Soorotary may rcccivc clcctronic corrcspondcnce

23 relatirrg to dcbt attd ovcrpa,;nntlnt irrf'onna,tion.

24 (C) The development and implementa,tion,

25 by not later than October l, 2022, of a mecha-
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nism by rn'hich indivicluals eligible fbr benefits

urrder the laws administered by the Secretary

may access information related to Department

of \retorarrs Affairs dcbt clectronically.

(D) The inrllroverrrent a,nd cla,rification of

Department communications relating to over-

pa;rrnents and debt collection, including letters

and electronic correspondence. The Secretary

shall develop such improvements and clarifica-

tions in consultation with vctcrarts sorvico orga-

nizations and othcr rclova,nt rion-govcrnrnenta,l

orga,nizations.

(E) The development ancl implementation,

b), not later tharr October 1, 2022, of a

mechanismvb)r u4rich veterans mav update their

dcpcndcncy infbnnation clcctrorrically.

(2) A dcscription of the currcnt cff'orts and

plans fbr improving the accura,ey of pa,;'ments to in-

dividuals entitled to benefits under the laws adminis-

tered by the Secretary, including specific data

matching agreements.

(3) A description of steps to be takert to im-

provc the idcntifica,tion of unclcrpa,;mtents to such iu-

dividua,ls a,nd to improve Department procedures

(76022116)
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1 and policies to ensure that such indivicluals who are

2 underpaid receit'e a,dequate compensation pal.rnents.

3 (4) A list of actions completed, implernentation

4 steps, and tirnctablcs fbr each rcquircurcnt dcscribod

5 in pa,ragraphs (1) through (3).

6 (5) A description of any new legisla,tive autlior-

7 ity required to complete any such requirement.

8 snc. s. pRoHIBITIoN oN DEpARTMENT oF vETERANS AF-

9 FAIRS INTEREST AND N)MINISTRATIVE COST

10 CHARGES FOR DEBTS REI,ATING TO CERTAIN

11 BENEFTTS PRocRAMs.

12 (a) Its Gnxnn*qr,,.-Section 5315(a)(1) of title 38,

13 United States Oode, is amended-

14 (1) by strikirrg "other than a loan" arrd all that

15 ftrllows througtr the semictilon and inserting "other

16 11t411-"; and

17 (2) by a,dding at thc cnd the f'ollowing ncu' sub-

18 paragra,phs:

19 "(A) a loan, loan-guaranty, or loan-insur-

20 ance program;

2l "(R) a tlisabilitv compensation program;

22 "(C) a pettsiott progran4 or

23 "(D) a,n cduca,tional a,ssista,nce prog:ra,lll.".

24 (b) Eprncrn.E Dern.-The amendments made by

25 subsection (a) shall apply u'ith respect to an indebtedness
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1 that occurs on or after the date of the enactment of this

2 Act.

3 snc. 4. THREsHoLD FoR REpoRTING DEBTs ro coN-

4 sUMER REPoRTING AGENCIES.

5 (a) Ix Gnnpnal,.-Chaptcr 5ll of title i38, Ilnited

6 States Code, is a,mended by a,dding after section 5319 the

7 following new section:

8 "$ 5320. Threshold for reporting debts to consumer

9 reporting agencies

10 "Thc Sccrctan'shall prcscribc rcgrrlations that cstab-

11 lish thc rrfnirrrurn a,rnourrt of a, cla,irn or dcht, a,r'isirrg frotn

12 a, benefit administered by the Under Secreta,ry for Rene-

13 fits or l-Inder Secretary for l{ealth, that the Secretary rn ill

14 report to a consumer reporting agenc)r urrder section 37lI

1 5 of title 31 . ".

16 (b) Cr.,nnrcAr, AMENDI\IENT.-Thc tablc of sections

17 a,t thc bcginning of such chapter is anrcndcd b;' a,dding

18 a,fter the item relating to section 5319 the fbllowing new

19 item:

"5320.Tlrlesholtl fbl leporting debts to collsrlmer t'eporting agertcies.r'.

20 (c) DnenLrNE.-The Secretary of Veteraris Affairs

2l shall prescribc regulations urrdcr section 5320 of such

22 titlc, a,s a,ddcd by suhsection (a), not later tha,rr 180 da).s

23 a,fter the date of the ena,ctment of this Act.
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1 snc. 6. ExrENsroN or wrNDow ro Rnerrnsr RELTEF FRoM

2 REcovERy oF DEBT ARrsrNc UNDER LAws

3 ADMIMsTEnED By rHE sEcRETARy o['\mr-

4 ER.aNs AFFNRs.

5 Scction 5302(a) of titlc li8, Ilnitcd Statcs Coclc, is

6 amended by striking "180 days" a,nd inserting "one yea,r".

x
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